UNDER 10 MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM
Goal & Purpose: To provide member leagues and associations an opportunity to develop or enhance their Under 10 program by providing resources and financial assistance.  The goal of this program is to attract new members to our sport.  Through enhancing your current programs, this will help keep our members longer in our sport.  
Timeline: January – July

Terms of Reference:
1.
To provide financial assistance for hiring a BlastBall instructor to conduct BlastBall in the elementary schools surrounding your league/association before the softball season starts.
2.
To provide financial assistance for hiring an LTP coordinator to provide technical assistance to your new coaches in running a positive & successful Learn To Play program in your league/association. 
3.
To provide financial assistance for hiring a CANpitch instructor (Regional Pitching Instructor - RPI or Local Pitching Instructor - LPI) to provide your U10 teams technical assistance in introducing coaches and players to the windmill pitch, and CANhit when it is developed and implemented.

Example - CANpitch for LTP U6, U8, U10 Teams

Leagues/Associations to provide this resource - an RPI (Regional Pitching Instructor) or LPI (Local Pitching Instructor) to help their developmental teams start teaching pitching correctly to their players.

· Softball Saskatchewan would like you to maximize usage of this resource (RPI or LPI) by having at least 2 teams for one session 

· Or if there is a specific area (where a number of teams have practice or games), so that an RPI or LPI could work with a larger group in one evening vs. 1 team an evening

· Or 2x’s a month an RPI or LPI is at a specific diamond for an evening and players and coaches can attend on the night that works for them
4.
To provide your coaches and players with a skill development day, every 3 weeks throughout the season, and by providing instructors at stations to help them with the technical skills.  Have Midget age players / coaches set up stations to work with the Under 10 teams players and coaches.  This will help reinforce to the players that the coach is teaching the skill correctly, give the players more chances to practice their basic skills, and to provide role models to the Under 10 players – so they can strive to continue in softball.
Criteria:
· Leagues/Association must have all their teams affiliated or going to affiliate that year.
· Applications will only be accepted upon proper completion of Grant application and budget.
· Cancelled cheques and/or receipts totaling at least the amount of Grant Assistance applied for, must be submitted with number of students/teachers, players/coaches benefitting from your proposal.
· No retroactive projects will be approved.

Application Deadline January 31st, Follow-up documentation due by Aug. 31st or earlier.
SOFTBALL SASKATCHEWAN RESPONSIBILITIES

· Send out Application forms.

· Provide technical training to your instructors.
· Provide resources for your program.  Ie. BlastBall school program – certificates, activity books, teacher packages, and a “give away” to students, etc.
· Process application and budget and make payment to association upon completion of follow-up information.

LEAGUES OR ASSOCIATION RESPONSIBILITIES
· Request and fill out application form.  
· Show on application form your monetary commitment toward your initiative and where all the monies will be spent.  (Ie. Your initiative budget is $2,000.00  – $1,000.00 of your league/association money and $1,000.00 from Softball Saskatchewan).
· Recruit instructor(s), coordinator to run the program in your area.
· To provide support to the instructor and/or coordinator in order for them to fulfill their job. 
· Collect the numerical data (number of participants that participated in the programs) needed by Softball Saskatchewan.
· Provide and assume all cost to run the program.
· Submit numerical data and instructor and/or coordinators expenses (budget) to run the program to Softball Saskatchewan when completed by no later than August 31st each year.
Leagues or Associations can apply for a matching grant up to $3,000.00.
